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viii). The legal aspect is treated in Chap, x, the hypnotisation of animals in 
Chap. xi. An interesting and indeed candid chapter is Forel's views on quackery 
(Chap, ix) ; acknowledging the fact that at best one sixth only of patients are cured 
by physicians, our author hopes that the full recognition of the suggestion theory 
in therapeutics will contribute not a little to the advancement of medical science 
and also to the moral attitude of the profession. apt;. 

Der moderne Mensch. Versuche uber Lebensfiihrung. By B. Carneri. Bonn : 

Emil Strauss. 1891. 

During a long and laborious life Mr. Carneri has been an indefatigable cham- 
pion of the monistic world-conception. With a keen eye he recognised years ago 
the importance of physiological investigations for psychology, and he saw at once 
the moral import of the evolution theory even at a time when most of its defenders 
denounced it as the immoral law of nature. Carneri thus became the preacher of 
a new ethics ; he taught the morality of science and helped us out of the pessimism 
that naturally followed a time when the old foundations had been overthrown and 
the new ones had not as yet been built. The author is now at a very advanced age 
and the present book contains his maturest and dearest ideas. He is a man whose 
burden of life has been heavier than that the average man has to bear. Physical 
weakness, since birth, long periods of illness accompanied with almost incessant pain 
later on periods of recovery and transient happiness followed. He married and had 
children. But new visitations came. He buried his wife, and also a little son at 
the premature age of ten years. 

These are some facts of the author's life not mentioned in any one of his books ; 
they are only hinted at in a line of the preface of the present book, quoted below. 
But his readers should know these facts, because they bring the author so much nearer 
to us. We learn to understand him better and shall the more appreciate his genuine 
courage in working out a noble conception of life and sound rules of moral conduct. 

The present book contains a number of articles on various subjects, and the 
author has as he says in the preface "put into them his whole heart." It differs 
from former publications of his. The latter are as a rule scientific and objective, 
they are investigations into the laws of life and of ethics. The present book is sub- 
jective ; it shows the aim and the path of the author's conduct of life. Carneri adds : 
"And that I, visited with ills above the average measure, have found life 
beautiful, and being in my seventieth year now, find it beautiful still, speaks in 
favor of this path. It speaks also for a happy individuality, but I hope that this 
will not detract from the truth that the present book is not mere imagination but is 
taken from the thrilling pulse of life." 

Carneri is fully convinced that morality will find a better foundation in the 
unitary nature of man than in the old conception of his double nature and in this 
sense he discusses the following topics, Gratitude, Labor, Egotism, Justice, Versa- 
tility, Passion, the Ideal, the Inevitable, the God-idea, Truthfulness, Morality, 
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Love, Family, Imagination, Continence, Honor, God-everywhere, Death, Tolerance, 
Character, Art, and Humor. The whole tenor of the book is very sympathetic 
and we might describe the author as one of the high priests of the coming Religion 
of Science. ape 

Ueber die Grundlagen der Erkenntnis in den exacten Wissenschaften. By 

Paul du Bois-Reymond. Nach einer hinterlassenen Handschrift. Mit einem 

Bildnis des Verfassers. Tubingen : H. Laupp'sche Buchhandlung. 1890. 

This little book of the late Prof. Paul du Bois-Reymond has been prepared 

for print by Dr. Guido Hauck with the assistance of the author's brother from 

a posthumous manuscript. The pamphlet contains in popular form the final resume 

of a thinker's life-work ; complementing and completing his investigations, and 

maturing mainly his favorite ideas which he had presented to his students in a 

course of lectures on gravitation during the winter '87-88 at the Technical High 

School of Berlin, where he was Professor of Mathematics. 

Prof. Paul du Bois-Reymond is not only as powerful and at the same time as subtle 
a thinker as his more famous brother Emil du Bois-Reymond, but he also agrees with 
the latter's philosophical attitude. Both are agnostics and both represent an unusu- 
ally profound and scientifically elaborate agnosticism. They have become agnostics 
because they have arrived at results which, to their mind, present an insolvable 
problem. Prof. Paul du Bois-Reymond does not despair of a final solution of the 
problem of life, which according to Emil du Bois-Reymond decidedly belongs to 
" the seven world-riddles," but he considers gravitation as incomprehensible. The 
purpose of all our attempts to explain phenomena is to limit the incomprehensible 
to the smallest space possible and to reduce it to the simplest expression (p. 13). 
Comprehension, according to Paul du Bois-Reymond, can be attained by three 
methods, (1) the empirical, (2) the mechanical, and (3) the meta-mechanical. The 
empirical is inductive, the mechanical is deductive, and the meta-mechanical at- 
tacks those problems which are at the bottom of all our fundamental conceptions. 
The meta-mechanical tendency of science is not satisfied with the results of the 
empirical and mechanical investigations ; it attempts to conquer all the difficulties or 
at least to arrive at the limits of human comprehension. ' ' Its province is to com- 
prehend matter, how matter can have effect on other matter, how actio in distans 
can produce pressure or motion ; it tries to understand the great concepts of time 
and space and whatever profound problems may now or during the further progress 
of science be proposed." 

Having explained these preliminary views concerning the methods of compre- 
hension, the author discusses the following topics : Is the Space-filling Substance 
Continuous or Atomistic ? (Chap, iii.) — Actio in Distans {Fernkraft) (Chap. iv). — 
Several Syntheses (Chap. v). — The Idealistic and the Empiristic World Concep- 
tion (Chap. vi). — Atomism and Actio in Distans with Reference to the Absolute 
(Chap. vii). — Concerning World-Conceptions (Chap. viii). In the first of these 



